


Meeting Logistics

Join by smart phone, tablet, or computer

To join audio by telephone:  888 788 0099

Meeting ID: 898 7958 6347 

• Live captioning streamed through webinar (Zoom)

• American Sign Language Interpretation via webinar (Zoom)

• Recording, Slides, and Transcripts will be posted to the CalHHS

Community Living webpage post webinar 

https://us06web.zoom.us/j/89879586347
https://www.chhs.ca.gov/home/committees/disability-and-aging-community-living-advisory-committee/


Public Comment

• Time is reserved on the meeting agenda for public comment. 

• Attendees joining by webinar (Zoom), use the Q&A function to ask a 

questions or click the raise hand button. The moderator will announce 

your name and will unmute your line.

• Attendees joining by phone, press *9 on your dial pad to “raise your 
hand”. The moderator will announce the last 4 digits of your phone 

number and will unmute your line.



Welcome

Susan DeMarois
California Department of Aging

Eric Harris
Disability Rights CA

Patti Prunhuber
Justice in Aging



Committee Member Introductions



Roster I

Stakeholder Co-Chairs 

Eric Harris, Disability Rights CA

Patti Prunhuber, Justice in Aging 

Stakeholder Committee

Patricia Blaisdell, CA Hospital Association

Michael Blecker, Swords to Plowshares

Mareva Brown, Senate Pro Tem’s Office

Sheri Burns, California Foundation for Independent Living Centers 

Michelle Cabrera, County Behavioral Health Directors Association of CA

Erika Castile, CA Commission on Aging

Kelsy Castillo, Assembly Speaker’s Office

Jessica Cruz, National Alliance for Mental Illness CA

Paul Dunaway, Sonoma Count Adult Services



Roster II

Stakeholder Committee, Cont. 

Sheri Farinha, NorCal Services for the Deaf and Hard of Hearing

Liz Fuller, Assembly Committee on Aging and Long-Term Care

Jared Giarrusso, Alzheimer’s Association 

Lisa Gonzales, Deaf Plus Adult Community; Regional Center of the East Bay

Jeff Thom, CA Council of the Blind

Barbara Hanna, CA Association for Health Services at Home

Susan Henderson, Disability Rights Education and Defense Fund

Michael Humphrey, Sonoma County IHSS Public Authority 

Corrine Jones, Multipurpose Senior Services Program 

Kathy Kelly, Family Caregiver Alliance 

Eileen Kunz, On-Lok Lifeways

Sunny Maden, Family Member and Advocates



Roster III

Stakeholder Committee, Cont. 

Shireen McSpadden, San Francisco Human Services Agency

Peter Mendoza, Consumer Advocate

Kim Mills, A Better Life Together, Inc. San Diego Regional Center Provider

Lydia Missaelides, Alliance for Leadership and Education

Marty Omoto, CA Disability Community Action Network

Jeannee Parker Martin, LeadingAge California

Gabriel Rogin, North Bay Regional Center

Michelle Rousey, Consumer Advocate

Richard Smith, Independent Living Partnership

Robert Taylor, Lake County IHSS Public Authority Advisory Committee

Greg Thompson, Personal Assistance Services Council, Los Angeles 

Nina Weiler- Harwell, AARP CA 

Janie Whiteford, CA In-Home Supportive Services (IHSS) Consumer Alliance



Roster IV

Stakeholder Committee, Cont. 

Kate Wilber, USC Center for Long-Term Care Integration

Sylvia Yeh, Friends of Children with Special Needs; San Andreas Regional Center 

and Regional Center of the East Bay 

Alona Yorkshire, Foster Parent of High Needs Child

State Chair 

Susan DeMarois, CA Department of Aging 

State Committee Members

Mark Ghaly, CA Health and Human Services Agency

Marko Mijic, CA Health and Human Services Agency 

Tomas Aragon, CA Department of Public Health

Michelle Baass, CA Department of Health Care Services 

Nancy Bargmann, CA Department of Developmental Services



Roster V

State Committee Members, Cont. 

Stephanie Clendenin, CA Department of State Hospitals 

Kim Johnson, CA Department of Social Services

Joe Xavier, CA Department of Rehabilitation 

Lourdes Castro-Ramirez, CA Business, Consumer Services, and Housing Agency

Vito Imbasciani, CA Department of Veterans Affairs

David Kim, CA State Transportation Agency

Natalie Palugyai, California Labor and Workforce Development Agency

Rosanne (Rosie) Ryan, State Council on Developmental Disabilities 

Vance Taylor, CA Governor’s Office of Emergency Services



Committee 

Updates

Susan DeMarois
California Department of Aging



Housing for All Ages 

& Stages: 

Housing Workgroup

Meghan Rose
LeadingAge CA

Patti Prunhuber
Justice in Aging

Marty Omoto
California Disability Community 

Action Network



Housing for All Ages & Stages:   
Housing Workgroup Update

Patti Prunhuber, Justice in Aging
Meghan Rose, Leading Age CA

Marty Omoto, CA Disability Community Action Network  

February 9, 2022



Recap of Last Meeting

• Discussed MPA Goals of:
• Housing for all Ages and Stages

• Preventing/Ending Homelessness among 
Older Adults and People with Disabilities

• DACLAC purpose: 
• to advance community living, inclusion, and 

integration for all, rooted in both the 
Olmstead decision and in California’s values 
of inclusion, access, and equity.



Housing Workgroup

• Open to DACLAC stakeholders

• Will meet 8 times/year, starting in March (every month 
except months when DACLAC meets)

• Specific Recommendations/Initatives to Advance the 
MPA housing goals, consistent with DACLAC purpose



CalAIM Federal 

Approval 

Presentation

Jacey Cooper
CA Department of Health Care 

Services



DHCS Update for the Disability 
& Aging Community Living 

Advisory Committee

February 2022



Spending Plan Update



1915(b)

Waiver



1915(b)

Waiver



1915(b)

Waiver



1915(b)

Waiver



1915(b)

Waiver



Innovating Medi-Cal (CalAIM) Waivers
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MCMC
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Waver





Thank You
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CalAIM Federal 

Approval 

Stakeholder 

Discussion

Facilitated by:

Sarah Steenhausen
CA Department of Aging

Patti Prunhuber
Justice in Aging 



Break
The session will resume 

shortly 



Transportation for 

All Ages & Abilities

Avital Barnea
CA State Transportation Agency



Transportation for All 

Ages & Abilities-

Stakeholder 

Presentation

Debbie Toth
Choice in Aging

John Cunningham
Department of Conservation and 

Development, Contra Costa County

Russell Rawlings
California Foundation of 

Independent Living Centers



Accessible 
Transportation

Can We Make Progress?



Introduction – John Cunningham

Introduction

John Cunningham, Contra Costa County 

Principal Transportation Planner



Background: Accessible Transportation

Accessible Transportation Definition: A blanket term used to describe 
a universe of services for older persons and those with disabilities: 

• ADA Paratransit • Dial-a-Ride

• Travel Training • Mobility Management

• Volunteer Driver Programs • Non-Profit Program Transportation

Current Status of Accessible Transportation: Inadequate, 
unacceptable, stagnant 



Background: Accessible Transportation - 2

Transportation Research Board of the National Academy of Sciences: Economic 
Benefits of Coordinating Human Service Transportation and Transit Services
“transportation services for the disadvantaged are…operated independently by 
multiple entities in a community, and result in duplicative, overlapping, and 
uncoordinated services. “Significant economic benefits…can be obtained by 
coordinating…transportation and transit services.” 

Metropolitan Transportation Commission: Coordinated Public Transit-Human Service 
Transportation Plan:
“Current senior-oriented mobility services do not have the capacity to handle the 
increase in people over 65 years of age…the massive growth among the aging …points 
to a lack of fiscal and organizational readiness…

Background: Accessible Transportation



Master Plan for Aging



Master Plan for Aging – SB 228

Senate Bill 228 (2019) Master Plan For Aging
The Public Policy Institute estimates that California’s older population will nearly 
double by 2030, bringing an increase of 4 million people over 65 years of age.

U.S. Department of Labor

“…People with disabilities are the largest and most diverse minority in the our
country…”

California Legislative Analysts Office
Population of California Seniors With Disabilities Projected to Grow Faster Than 
Overall California Senior Population…the senior population is projected to shift 
from being majority white to majority nonwhite by 2030



History of Attempts and Opportunities to Improve 
Accessible Transportation
• 1979 Social Service Transportation Improvement Act

• Established Consolidated Transportation Services Agencies (CTSA)
• No dedicated funding, limited effectiveness

• 2004 Master Plan on Aging: Transportation Recommendations
• No implementation

• 2005 Transportation Task Team Report to CA Commission on Aging 
• No implementation

• 2007 Transportation Task Team Report to CA Commission on Aging: 
• No implementation

• 2017 Senate Bill 1 Road Repair and Accountability Act ($5.2 Billion Annual)
• No dedicated funding for accessible transportation

• 2021 Master Plan for Aging
• Stakeholder Advisory Committee recommendations were rejected





Introduction – Debbie Toth

Introduction

Debbie Toth, Choice in Aging

President & CEO



Accessible Transportation Recipe



Introduction – Russell Rawlings

Introduction

Russell Rawlings
Statewide Community Organizer 
California Foundation for Independent 
Living Centers
Disability Organizing Network 
(DOnetwork)



Seen in Other Transportation Areas



The Status Quo is Not Acceptable

Governor Gavin Newsom
Master Plan For Aging Executive Order

Whereas, any policy recommendations should build on California’s 

work supporting people with disabilities living independently and 

reflect the principle of “Nothing About Us Without Us.”

CalSTA Secretary David Kim
April 30, 2021, Disability and Aging Community Living Advisory 

Committee (responding to a discussion on accessible transportation):

“…the status quo is not acceptable…”



Contact Information
John Cunningham
Principal Planner
Contra Costa County
john.cunningham@dcd.cccounty.us
925-655-2915

Debbie Toth
President & CEO
Choice in Aging 
dtoth@choiceinaging.org
(925) 682-6343 x133

Russell Rawlings
russell@cfilc.org
Mobile Phone: +1-916-606-5300 (text is acceptable)
Statewide Community Organizer 
California Foundation for Independent Living Centers
Disability Organizing Network (DOnetwork)

mailto:john.cunningham@dcd.cccounty.us
mailto:dtoth@choiceinaging.org
mailto:russell@cfilc.org


Transportation for All 

Ages & Abilities-

Open Discussion

Facilitated by:

Eric Harris
Disability Rights CA



Public Comment - 2

• Attendees joining by webinar (Zoom), use the Q&A function to ask a 

questions or click the raise hand button. The moderator will announce 

your name and will unmute your line.

• Attendees joining by phone, press *9 on your dial pad to “raise your 
hand”. The moderator will announce the last 4 digits of your phone 

number and will unmute your line.

Public Comment



Summary & Next 

Steps

Susan DeMarois
CA Department of Aging



Thank you!

Visit the CHHS Disability and Aging 

Community Living Advisory Committee 

webpage for:

• More information about Community 

Living

• Information about upcoming 

meetings

• Presentations, recordings, and 

transcripts of past meetings

https://www.chhs.ca.gov/home/committees/disability-and-aging-community-living-advisory-committee/
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